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  World Puppetry Day:  a visual diary of a touring puppeteer  by Richard Hart
    
      I  began my tour of NSW in Gundagai on Sunday,  March 21 - World Puppetry Day 2010.  Here are some
"                      ʻbehind the scenesʼ images from my puppetry touring experience this March.  



The World Puppetry Day  
21st March 2010 

 

                             International message from Robert Lepage 

 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Here is the message from the great director Robert Lepage for the World Puppetry Day that we will celebrate together on 

March, the 21st. We are happy that he accepted our request and we want to thank him deeply. We have received the text 
just before the earthquake in Chile. The English translation has been made by Penny Francis (England) and the Spanish 
one by Idoya Otegui (Spain). Once again, all the UNIMA members are offering their deepest sympathy to haitian and 
chilian people. 
 
Jacques Trudeau 
UNIMA's General Secretary  

 
 
“Like many people, I was profoundly affected by the earthquake which has recently devastated Haiti. Looking at 

the images constantly relayed on television and on the web I asked myself, among all the mediums of the 
performing arts, which would be the most effective for expressing the human dimension of such a cataclysm? 
Which medium would best evoke compassion without descending into mere pity, to inspire solidarity without 

being moralizing, and which would be best able to provoke in our own body an echo of the physical pain of the 
wounds and amputations? 

 
In fact, I asked myself how one could transpose onto a stage not only the grief of the Haitian people, but equally 
their resilience which both moves and inspires us at the same time? 

 

It seemed to me that the puppet would be the best medium to convey this tragedy. Its powerlessness, its 
vulnerability, but in equal measure the force of its purity and its innocence combine to create a link both intimate 
and unique with the spectator. Such solidarity probably arises from the major advantage it holds over the human 

theatre and the cinema: the actor plays a part, the puppet is always true. 
 
In contrast to the actor, the cruelties done to the puppet are not feigned and when its strings are cut, when it is 

beaten, ridiculed, humiliated, ill-treated or dismembered, it never complains. It is repaired, re-pasted and once 
again it is on its feet, as good as new. 

 
This truth endows the puppets with a magnificent power, since they seem at the same time to be capable of 
facing up to the outrages of destiny and to possess the courage needed to rebuild a world in ruins.“ 

 
         Robert Lepage 
 
 
Robert LEPAGE - Québec, 1957 
Versatile in every form of theatre craft, Robert Lepage creates and directs original productions that 
shake the dogma of classical stage direction to its foundations, especially through his use of new 
technologies. 

 
Along with Ex Machina, his production company, he presented several theatrical productions that 
gained him an international reputation such as The Seven Streams of the River Ota, The Dragons’ 
Trilogy, The Far Side of The Moon and The Andersen Project. His film work includes The 
Confesionnal, The Polygraph, Nô and a film adaptation of his play The Far Side of the Moon.  
 
Robert Lepage is often asked to turn his creative hand to new fields. He directed many operas 
such as The Damnation of Faust, presented at the New York Metropolitan Opera. He joined forces 

with Peter Gabriel to direct both Secret World Tour and Growing Up Tour. He later designed and 
directed KÀ, a permanent Cirque du Soleil show in Las Vegas, which premiered in February 2005. 
In 2008, for Quebec City’s 400

th
 anniversary, Robert Lepage and Ex Machina created the largest architectural projection 

ever achieved: The Image Mill™. Robert Lepage’s work has been recognized by many awards. His last direction, The 
nightgale and other fables, involved opera singers, shadows and puppets. 
 

 
 

Crédits : Nicola-Frank 

Vachon 



           Whatʼs On - April

Melbourne International Comedy Festival
! ! ! 24th Mar - 18th Apr 2010

                                  Puppetry Events

Sammy J @Randy in Ricketts Lane      Sammy J @Heath McIvor
Victoria Hotel, 215 Lt. Collins St.  Mar 25-Apr 14  Thur -Sat 7pm,  Sun 6 pm
(Review http://bit.ly/99ltcG)

Sticks Stones Broken Bones  Shadow Puppet Comedy by Jeff Achtem 
(Canada)    Apr 6 - 18, Trades Hall, Cnr Lygon& Victoria Sts. Carlton
Thurs-Sat 7pm, Sun 6pm.  

Nina Conti - Talk to the Hand  (UK)  Nina and Monkey return with some 
new characters. Adult stand-up comedy.  Mar 30 - Apr 18, Melbourne Town Hall,
Tue-Sat 8.15  Sun 7.15

Robots vs. World  Someone is killing off all the famous TV 
and film robots
Multimedia and puppets. Mar 26 to Apr 17   9 p.m.  Gertrudeʼs Brown Couch, 30 
Gertrude Street, Fitzroy.  

COMEDY KIDS 
Monsters In My Wardrobe   Mark Pencak - Storytelling, Comedy. Mime Puppetry. 
Mar 27- Apr 18  The Bosco, City Square, Swanston St. Tues-Sun 11am 

Punch and Judy    Ken Harper.  Traditional English Booth style Punch & Judy
Northcote Town Hall, 189 High St. Northcote.  Mar 29-Apr 11  Mon-Fri 11am 
Sat-Sun 2 pm.  

         All events:               Ticketmaster:  1300 660 013    or tickets at door

Workshops:

Veg 
out 

these 
hols

   Vegetable Puppet Workshops

with Black Hole

at the Victorian Arts Centre, Black Box

for children aged 5-12 and families

from 6th April each day at 10.00 a.m. 
and 11.30 a.m. 

www.theartscentre.com

http://bit.ly/99ltcG
http://bit.ly/99ltcG
http://www.theartscentre.com
http://www.theartscentre.com


Reminder:                  Fuppet   -    Puppet Impro.  
Last Thursday  Every Month at 7.30
Lazy Susan, Cnr. Brisbane Street, Perth.    www.lazysusans.com.au
______________________________________________________

Festival:   8th International Puppet Festival in Mexico this month 

 

Visual Effects with John Cox
(Academy Award for Visual Effects  in Babe 1995)

 John Coxʼs Creature Workshop Pty Ltd   Creative Effects Studio,  Gold Coast

www.johncox.net      (07) 5564  9992

http://www.johncox.net
http://www.johncox.net


Spellbound is a magical adventure story of love and friendship, the transforming 
power of imagination and a puppet who dreams of being free. 

Pre-School Holiday Shows: Wednesday 24 March - Thursday 1 April, 10.00am & 1.00pm

School Holiday Shows: Saturday 27 March, Tuesday 6 April - Monday 19 April, 10.00am & 
1.00pm
Venue: Spare Parts Puppet Theatre, 1 Short St Fremantle (opp. Fremantle Train Station)
Cost: Adults at Child Prices, $17.50
Groups of 4+, $15.50
Groups of 10+, $13.50

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL www.sppt.asn.au or 9335 5044 ($3.00 phone booking fee applies)

Duration: Approx. 50 minutes. Suitable for everyone, but perfect for ages 5 - 11 years.

presents 

SPELLBOUND
Inspired by Stravinsky's ballet Petrushka

April (cont.)

http://www.sppt.asn.au
http://www.sppt.asn.au


April News  

about  puppeteers  and  their  projects ......

Dream Puppets 
(Richard Hart and Julia Davis)
are off to Korea on April 25 to perform 
Dreamer in the Deep
at 2 puppetry and mime festivals!

Gary Friedman will be touring Europe 
for the next 3 months presenting puppetry 
workshops.  Check out Garyʼs Curl Curl School
North Puppetry Project video on   http://bit.ly/cR9zZM  

Terrible Comfort is a recently formed puppet company in Melbourne
(Robert Reid and Sayraphim Lothian)  They celebrated World Puppetry 
Day with foam cake and bubbly spray adhesive.  Hmm.   
www.terriblecomfort.com   

Swinburne University and TAFEʼs 28 first year Theatre Arts Diploma 
Students have been working towards a puppetry and mime 
presentation, ʻOver My Skinʻ in mid April.   The performance will feature 
14 three minute puppetry pieces and 14 mask pieces.  The students 
have designed and constructed their puppets/masks and devised their 
own presentations.  

     Snuff Puppetsʼ  Giant 
Roaming Puppets, ʻThe Boom 
Familyʼ can be seen taking a 
stroll at the Shanghai World 
Expo this month.  

http://bit.ly/cR9zZM
http://bit.ly/cR9zZM
http://www.terriblecomfort.com
http://www.terriblecomfort.com


They donÕt do Easter here 
in Saudi.

  But IÕm not homesick.  Not 
a bit of it.  Why should I 

be?  I have my own harem, 
a deluge of delectable dates 
(more of that later), and I 
donÕt like rabbits anyway; 

they make me twitchy.  
So whatÕs it to me if 

dissipated individuals down 
under overdose on Darrel 

Lee, or suffer electric 
shocks from silver foil stuck 
to their Þllings or erupt in 
festering lesions of cocoa 
induced acne.  Serves Ôem 

right, as far as IÕm 
concerned. 

 May we all get our just 
desserts. 

Kassius Kamel 
Middle Eastern Correspondent 
and refugee from Australian 

Camel Cull

Tidbits and links 

Davis Strassman (Ted. E. Bear and Chuck) will be touring Australia in May.

Check out the 27 tonne Robosaurus at the Sydney Royal Easter Show.  
It consumes cars!

LINKS for more information about Australian puppetry  
www.puppetsinmelbourne.com.au  
www.PUPPETRYNEWS.com  http://africanpuppet.blogspot.com/ 
www.unima .org.au 
http://twitter.com/OzPuppetry

About O.P.E.N.
O.P.E.N.  is a free and voluntarily produced newsletter and is open to all.  We would welcome sponsorship. If you are interested 
in being mentioned as a sponsor in the newsletter, please contact us on dreampuppets@netspace.net.au 
Please send reports of any known or suspected puppet activity by the 25th of each month.  (Profiles of puppet characters or 
drawings/cartoons also welcome).  Please keep photo resolutions low.  Preferably send written material in .doc form so that it 
can be edited or rearranged on the page.  

Publication will be during the first week of each month.  
Note:   Next monthʼs publication will be mid-month MAY as we will be performing in Korea during the first weeks.  

Julia Davis and Richard Hart 
Dream Puppets 

Concept and creation of photos - Richard Hart
Art and layout - Julia Davis
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